The Captive , ? 


(that hath long been in Captivicy) 


VISITED 


with the Day-ſpring from on high. 


. 

Or the Priſoner{that hath fitten in the 
Priſon-houle of woful darknets} freed in- 
co theeverlaſting lighe and Covenant of 
God,in which perfe& peace and ſatisfaQien is. 


Written by way of Conferencezand ſenr out 
into the World for the ſake of thote who 
have long groped upon the tops of the 
dark mountawms, where the barrenneffe 
and emptinefle is, without the knowledge 

of the true light to be their guide, thac 
they (as in a glaſs) may ſce rhemſelves, 
and read what hath been the caute why 
they haveſo long fought, and not found 
thac they have {ought for. 

Given forth eſpecially for the ſake of the ſcattered peo” 
ple in America, by ane who labors for and waits to 


tee che Ele pather'd ſrom the four_Quarte ts of che 
carth, known bv.che name of Richard Pinder. 


——————_—— 


1Ifay 9.2. The people that walked in darkneſs have (een a 
great light, they that dwell in the Land of the ſhadow of 
Death, upon them bath the Light ſhined. 


wt ws TN TRIS anr 
London, Printed for Thomas Simmons at the ſign of che 
= Bull and Mouth near &/derſgate, 1560, 


Hat here is writveg 3s for the 
ſake of thoſe that toms hath 
been deceived and kept in 
Captivity, by expeFing to receive Light 
and power in thoſe things which are 


weak and beggarly, and ſo have been toſ= 


ſed too and fro, in the night of wofull 


aarkneſs , where the Captivity and bon- 
dage is, out of which none but the Lord 
alone can deliver. Therefore this is 
written, that ſuch as hath lone layne in 
it, ( expeting freedom throueh thoſe 
things which they have beer drawn to 0b- 


ſerve by the cunning devices and ſlights 
. of men ) that they may turn their minds, 


and expeFations from Gadding abroad, 
to feel and know the appearance of the 
true Light in themſelves which Chriſt 
hath enlightened them withall, and that 
by it they may ſearch themſelves , and ſee 
what hath kept them in Captivzty, that 
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with the Light Pt be led from it ; 
for to that end doth the true light appeer, 
as thou that reads and underſtands this 
following diſcourſe, will plainly ſee 5, and 
that there is no other way whereby thou 
or any can come out of Captivity , but 
through believing in the Light , which 
ſhews unto you your fin and darkneſs, 
Wnhich light is the free gift of God, and 
comes not throuch any ontward means, 
but is freely placed in all to ſhew them ſz: 
and tranſzreſſion which they are fallen 
inte, andtolead out of it all them who 
believes in it, and follows it 5 but is the 
Condemnation of all who hates it. 


Written in the 1/and Ber= BP. 
muda the 9th day of the 
34. Month, I 660, 


Captive. That have long fitten #1: 
darkxeſs, and under the 
ſhaddow of death, have 
heard a groat Rumor of & 
light, that zs broken forth 3 

of which T would gladly be informed. 

Taformer. Unco thee that hath long lit- 
ten in darkneſs, and under the ſhaddow 
of death, is Light now ſprung forth, and 
theday from on high, viliting of thee, to 
give theethe knowledge of ſalvation, by 
the remitting of thy ſ1as, under which thon 
long haſt been oppreſſed, and groaned to be 
delivered from; and the light Cof which 
thou haſt heard ſucha Rumor) is the way, 
which thy God hath prepared for thy de- 
liverance. 

Cap. But ſeeing I am yet in darkyeſs, and 
that death doth yet over-ſhaddow me ; where 
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wif? T come to the WM of this Light, of 
which I have heard ſvch a Rumor, & which thor. 
ſaith my God hath prepared for my deliverance, 

Taform. Seeing thou leemeſt tro make 
ſuch diligent enquiry concerning the 
Light, a Rumor of which thou ſaieſt thou 
hatt heard, and which I told thee, thy 
God hath prepared for thy deliverance; 
it therefore appeareth plainly unro me 
thon haſt ſome defires to come out of the 
carkneſs, in which thou long haſt ficren, 
and been over-ſhaddowed by. Therefore 
hearken and give ear, for the words of my 
mouth (hall be words of truth, and eatte 
to be underſtood as thou enclines unto the 
fear of the Lord, The Light which thou 
enquires after, and of whici thou haſt 
hearda Rumor, and which I cold thee thy 

God had prepared for thy deliverance, to 
give thee the knowledge of falvation 
through the remiting of thy fins, under 
which thou haſt long been oppreſled, / that 
is it which ſhines into thy own Conſcience, 
and lets thee fee how darknets hath pre- 
vailed over thee, and how thou by it haſt 
been ſubjeted unto vanity, and how fin 
by thePowerof it hath been brought forth, 
which hath brought forth deatn, which 
doth yet over-ſhaddow thee, thar if ever 
thoucan come to the knowledge of the 

| light, 
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[.ioht, fo as to lead thee out of darknels, 
which hath been the cauſe of all ciy 
mifery,chou muſt own it,in 1ts appearance, 
which is in giving thee to fe fin, and in 
reproving thee forit ; to the end that thy 
heart might be broken off from ir, and by 
cheLight Joyned unto God, who hath 1m- 
mortallity, and dwelleth in the Light, 
with whom thy Souls peace 18. | 

Captive. But what nearer aml for fois 
ſeeing that I am in darkneſs, and that death 
{fill over-ſhaddoweth me.,ond that my ſins [till 

evaile over me, though indeed as thou ſaijt 1 
find ſome ſmall deſires to he freea from this my 
darkneſs, but that which ſhould enable me, an1 
give me Power over it, that I find not. And al's 
thou ſazeſt that that is thel 1ght whico ſoines in- 
to my own Conſcience, (#hich ſhews me my 
own ſin and darkneſs) which the Lord hath 
prepared fur my deliverance , which thing as 
yet T am not fully ſati:fied in ; for the Light 
which ſhew-d me my own ſin and reproved me 
for it, that T have negleti-d and not regarded, 
becauſe thoſe whom T follow tor teaching, told me 
that it was but the Light of nature, or a Crea- 
ted Light, or n«ts:ral conſcience, and told me it 
was not ſffcieat to lead ont of ſin, and to give 
Power over it;but tid m2 of a greater I 15ht and 
power that ſhovld come by hearing them preach, 
and uſing them things which they call Ordi- 
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1.144% aud that that light 


condemning power of (11, 
hich it 1s bro!ight forth. 


onſcren 


it preſent at «ll times, ( 14M 


wn Conſcience) checktiL, 07 
1s that were commite 


many 
no mortal eye ſavy me commit 5 that if 


who bave Lolicued 1%t and obeyed it 
1 truth what 


clare unto 189 ? 
what it hath wr 

bath led y% 

T ſhould 


ſaid Teachers ( 
Miniſters ) told 


into, ans V 
bath led ye 110» lend a diligent earez 
ſed all the waies and means 


ould come Het AY” auld free me from th? 
; though nt from that 


ee which thou 


| but natural, an 
aot ſufficrent #9 guid o God; neither with- 
| ſelf with all my 
t I have looked. p91 it to be no more 
b indeed 1 found 


J 


the operation of it 
ought for y?» 


hat it 


bom I looked 
me was the 
which they 


(11) 
experience » that as yet the reſling place T $4ve 
not found, neither am I any more ſatisfi-4 with- 
in my elf, which is the way to it then ] was ot 
firſt ; I d:d adhere to thoſe Teachers that told 
me the way to it was by hearing them give their 
meanings upon the Scriptures,yhich they told me 
was preaching of the word, and that by hearing 
them faith ſhould be wrought, which thing T 
have been very diligent ia; but alas ns viffory 
over my ſin | find;that gladly would T be further 
znformed concerning this Light within, of which 
T have heard ſuch a Ritmor , and which by (6 
many both Teachers and people is ſpoken againjt 
as a thing not ſ'fficient to Salvation. © 

 Taform. Well, thy querie or rather com- 
plaint is ſomething long ; but perceiving 
thon haſt made it from the honeſty of thy 
heart,and from a trne ſente of thy preſent 
ſtate, and condition, and doth in plain- 
neſs defire ro be informed; therefore the 
Lord hath the more opened my heart to 


_declare nnto thee tiofe things which hath 


been hidden from thine eyes; thatT ſhall 
endeavour, by the aſſiſtance of the light 
which comprehends all darkneſs,to inform 
thee therein. I perceive this is thy mean- 
ing in the beginning of thy laſt querie, that 
thou art no nearer for ſeeing thy ſin and 
darkneſs, ſeeing that ſtill thou arc over- 
come by it,and that it preyails againit _ 

| ts 
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Tes true,fo long as thou doth not believe 
in the light ( marke that } which ſhews thee 
thy i1n, and darknels, bur hates it, fo long 
thou act made no nearer to God by it, for it 
remains in thee , judging, reproving, and 
condemning thee,in whatſoever thou takes 
in hand, in that the curſed nature is head 
in thee, in which 1s an unreconcible en- 
mity againſt God, who hath enlightned 
thee with his holy gift that through it thou 
mighreſt be redeemed out of the enmity, 
and made alive unto him who hath en- 
lightned thee and forthis end the Lord by 
his light wbich; he hath placed in thee, 
ſhews thee the darkneſs &the enmity which 
is in thy own mind, by which thou hait 
been led aide and captivated, willing thee 
to turn from it, by reproving thee for every 
work, word, and thonght that is broughc 
forth by the power of it, which 1s the power 
of darkneſs ; that ſolong as thou takes not 
heed unto that which ſhews thee darkneſs, 
thou takes part and yields thy ſtrength to 
the man of jin, who by his power doth ſup- 
preſs thoſe ſmal defires which thou faich 
thou ſometimes hath to be freed from the 
darkneſs; and ſo that which ſhould en» 
able thee and give thee power to the 
bringing forth thoſe deſires, hath been 
trampled upon ( namely the light which 
| reproved 
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reproved thee for thy tin) and not re- 
garded according to thy own confeſſion; 
that thou was not like to receive power to 
over-come thy fin, for it was they thar 
received Chriſt (thetrue light ) that re- 
ceived power to become the Sons of God, 
even thoſe that did believe in his Name; 
ſo in that thou haſt not believed in his 
lighe which he hath enlightened thee with- 
all, thy fin hath remained, and hath pre- 
vailed againſt thee, which hath brought 
forth death, under the ſhaddow of which 
thou yet firteth as thou confefſech ; and 
” thou faith thou art not as yet ſatisfied, 
, that thatis the light which God hath pre- 
1 {pared for thy deliverance, which ſhines in 
t +ixhy own conſcience, and ſheweth thee thy 
e fin, and darkneſs, O yes, thats the true 
y and eternal light which ſhines inthy own 
ac conlcience, and comes from Chriſt who is 
er the Way, and the Truth and the Life;and 
ot thou having ſtumbled at this light which 
ſs, Þhach ſhewed thee thy fin, and reproved 
to Thee toi it, thou haft ſtumbled ac the way, 
ap- thetrurch, and the life, and fo hath re- 
ich maimed in the broad way in error and \| 
the dezrh; that ſatisfation thou waſt not like 
en- £0 receive, being in the darkneſs and un- 
the veliefe, where chou haſt called good evil, 
zeent ind evil good, and haſt put light for 
hiclk | darkneſs 
-oved 


1 
daikneſs,and darkref $0. light, and hath 
hearkened to ſuch Teachers as thoy ſpeaks 
of, thac cold thee, the light that convinced 
thee of fin wes naturall, and Created, and 
thou having lent thy ear unto fiich, thou 
haſt been deceived and led aſide from the 
p?th of life, and haft ſpent thy money for 
that which 1s not bread, and thy labour 
for that which hath nor ſatished, bur haft 
fed upon the husk and ſougit che living a- 
mon#g the dead ; that thy Soul hath not 
delighted ir ſelf mi fatneſs, bur rhou haft 
thought to have life in choſe taings which 
are empry, and unirwmifull, and nach 
followed tile lying vanicies of ſuch as hath 
cold theethe light which ſhewed thee thy 
fin, and darknets 1s natural; and the more 
thou liſtened untoſnch, the furcker into 
darkneſs thou waſt led, and thou being in 
darkneſs was not like to comprehend che 
lighc by all thy wiiddom, for thy wiſdom 
15 reprobated from God, and im thiat ic 
Rands, in that nature thetis encrary to 
the lighc which is incomprehenſible, though 
it ſhine in darkneſs, yer the darkneſs can- 
not comprehend it, which makerh all chem 
in whom the power of darkneis beareth 
rule, ſoreproch it , and oppoie it, withal 
their might and ftrength ; for by thelighe 


che bounds of ir 1s fer that 1t cannot _ 
ur 
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bur it is ſeen and comprehended, So the 
light is that which is given to thee and all 
to lead out of daikneſs ; therefore let thy 
eare be open to Inftruftion, and according 
to thy promiſe liſten with diligence, and 
apply thy heart ro know that wiſdome 
which the fear of the Lords the begir:ning 
of ; for 1 ſhall open my month, and my 


- tongue ſha] utter things wch hath been hid 


from the wiſe & prudent, whichGcod 1s now 
revealing unto Eabes that are begotten Þy 
him, and born of the word of life, by which 
be hath opened my heart to declare unto 
thee, and toali that are weary of the in- 
vented waies which man hath fought ouc 
in the time of darkneſs, which thou faith 
thou haſt a defire tro come c1:r of, and co 
be freed into the light of life; but thou haft 
not known him tuat hath prevailed to 
open the Seale wherewith the Founrain of 
light, life, power, and glory is Sealed,and 
hath not been known open in this night 
of thick darkneſs, which chou ſaith in rhy 
rſt querie unto me, thou haſt long firren 
in 3 fo encline arid bow thine eare , for 
the word of the Lord is towards thee, that 
out ofthis night of wofull darkneis thou 
mtghr be broughe, in which chou haſt long 
travelled and groped without the know- 
ledge of the true and everlaſting light, to 


& 
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be thy guide;of which now I ſhall open mp 
mouth to cicelare of its appearance and o=- 
peraticn which hath been etfeCQtuall in me 
and many others, who through it hath ob» 
tained mercy of the Lord, and am count- 
ed worthy to bear teſtimony of the ſame 
among the Nations, which hath been over- 
ſpread with Clouds of darkneſs ; and the 
Lords witneſſes we are rhat he is now riſet 
undoubtedly to deſtroy the covering of 
darkneſs, which hath been caft over the 
face of all Nations; and this is the meſlage 
that we haye received of him, and which 
we areſent to declare, that he 1s lIighr,and 
that in him is no darkneſs at all ; and this 
Teſtimony wegive of him unto all people, 
tothe end they may be brought unco his 
lighe which he hath enlightened them 
withall, that in his Name they may be- 
lieve and receive life everlaſting, thar their 
ſins may be remitred and blotred out, 
when the times of refreſhing ſhall come 
from the preſence of the Lord. 

Captive. But before thou begin to open thy 
mouth to declare of the appearance, and opera= 
tion of this lizht, T would gladly know if thou 
mean the light which is ſo much ſpoken of, that 
eulighteneth every man that cometh intothe 
World that T may know whether 1 have a mea- 

fare of it, or no. BE | 


Lufornt, 
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Inform. The light G he appearance and 
operation of which Iam ready to open my 
mouth, is the light which Chriit, (who is 
the Covenant given ofthe Farther ) hath 
enlightened every one withal, the appear- 
ance of which in every one is pure, living, 
and eternal, andis a ſwift witnels mn al}, 
againſt all unrighteonſneſs of what kind or 
' fort foever ; and the leaſt meaſure of it, 15 
parity ir ſelf, life it ſelf, righteouſnets 1t 
{e}f5for it comes from him who is the Foun- 
rain of all good, who was before all things, 
and iseterna], everlaſting, and endures for 
ever, whois the beginning and the end of 
all things, yet not known by any, but as 
chey through his light which he hath en- 
lighrened them withal , comes ro have 
their hearts and mindes redeemed our of 
all fading and perilhing things, which the 
hearts and minds ofthe Children of men 
are enclined unto in the fali, and tranſ- 
greſſion in which the Lord of life and 
glory 1s not known ; but he obeyed and 
fits as Lord and King that hath ſubverced 
the hearts of all man-*kina from their 
Maker, and keeps them in ſutj:z&ion unto 
himſelf, bringing forth fruics of unrights 
couſnets, by which the Lord is provoked 
unto wrath and diſpleaſure ; he that Crea= 
ted man for his own glory; but behold. 
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man 18 become alive, and a Servant unto 
him that did not abidein the truth, ad is 
become an alien anda ſtranger unto him 
whois the God of all truth, from whence 
every good and perfcct gift proceeds, who 
ſent forth of his own life inro the World 
a peric&gitt toenlighten it, the word of 
life by which all things was made, andthe 
life which had been flain from the Foun» 
dation of the world did he manifeft again 
in che world, to reconcile thoſe again unto 
himſelf char did believe, that chey might 
receive his knowledg again, which through 
trani{greſhion they had loſt; that man be- 
came without ſenſe or feeling of the love, 
life, glory and power which God at ftrit 
placed himin ; that he became brumuiſh in 
his knowledge, and drinketh in iniquity 
as the Oxe the water; that all fleſh hath 
co::12pted Its way ; that none doth good, 
+: 20t one, H-ar 1s the eſtate of ali man- 
Kiizd in the fall, ſeperated from God by 
Thee enmity which 1s unreconcilable ; 
namely the carnal mind which is noc ſub- 
jet to Gods Law, neither indeed can be; 
So the appearance of God again unto mani, 
and in man is by his owngiftc wich which 
he hath enlightened him, in reproving of 
him for his tranſgreſſion, and in ſhewing 
him how heis a ſervant of fin, and how 
that 
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that death and the et þ hath pefled over 
zim,and how they have {wallowed him up, 
and how Hell and the powers of darkneſs 
hath prevailed againſt him;and that which 
gives man to ſee ri11s, is the gift of God, 
with which heis enlightened ; and they 
that comes to be redeemed again unto 
God, will firſt fee how theſe things hatin 
ruled over them, -and alſo they will fee 
there 13 no other way whereby any cen be 
redeemed from under the power of death 
and Hell,but by believing in the gifc which 
comes from God; nor that they can attain 
unto life, ſtrength, and Salvation any o- 
ther way but by receivino, and waiking in 
the gifc wita which they are enlightened, 
the appearance of: which 1s pure as I faid 
unco thee; who did enquire what the light 
led into, and what it led from ; now thou 
that nath ſtopped thy ears at its cry, thou 
mayelt fee darkneſs hath prevailed, and 
death hath taken hold ; that under the 
power of them chou yet {itteth; and rhis 
15 the ſtate and condition of all that ſtops 
the eare at the cry of chelight in the con- 
{cience; which cryes for purity and right- 
eouſneſs; that I may anſwer thee in ſhort, 
purity, and righteouſneſs, 15 that which 
the light, (unco which Linform thee) leads 
into, and impurity, and unrighteouſnels, 
| 2 15 
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15 that it Jeads from ; for impureneſs is 
contrary to its nature,and that 1s it which 
the light condemns for, as thou may well 
remember how often it hath reproved 
thee, and broken thy peace, when thou 
followed thy own hearts luſts, in commit- 
ring thoſe things which thy heart luſted 
afrer; and allothou mayeſt remember that 
at ſome times when thou gave heed co it, 
and by it was reſtrained from the evil, thar 
It raiſed up fome good detires in thy 
heart to walk in the way of God, and to 
come out cf the vanicie which thy mind 
was captivated by; wch defires I hope thou 
art not yet wholly without, though thou 
haſt followed ſuch guides and teacners 
long that hath laboured to perſwade thee, 
chart the lighc of which ] now ſpeak 15 na- 
turall, co wit, the light which thews thee 
thy im and daiknefs, which if thon would 
hearken to, would let thee fee rhat thy fol- 
lowing {uch guides and teachers hath been 
a 21cat Catife of thy fo long travel in this 
great darkneſs, which thou art ſenſiblechou 
art yet In, and out of it none bur the 
Lord lone can deliver thee ; therefore his 
light he hath placed in thee freely, to ſhew 
thee tne darkneſs in which thy mind 1s 
enſnared, and rhy foul c2ptivated,and his 
light 1s freely given unto thee, to _ 
thee 
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thee ont of it;and doth -eM come by hear- 

ing man 1mterpret and give his meanings 

upon the Scripture, but is freely given of 
God ; which makerhoſe which ſays highe 

and faith comes by hearing them ſpeak 

their imaginations of the Scriptures, fo re- 

proach it, and call it natural] ; to wit the 
lighe (which convinces of fin ) which 1s 
che free gifc of God. and canuot be bought 
and ſold for money ,as thoſe that cajlsthis 

light natural do their meanings which 
they give of the Scriptures, which were 
ſpoken forth freely from che gifc of God, 
and are of no private interpretation, 
ne thercame by the will of man , bur are 
tobe read and fulfilled in theſame ſpirit 
by which they were ſpoken forth ; though 
fuch as deny the lighe which Chriſt hach 
enlightned every one withal], Tell their 

meanings and interpretations which they 
give of them, and callsſo doing preach ng 
of the word; and tells people light and 
faich muſt come by hearing of rhem ; bur 
the Lord is diicovering of ther whoredom 
and redeeming his flock ont of their 
mourhs, and the Scriptures allo, that they 
ſhall deceive the limple no Jonger by rheir 
falle incerpreting of 'thew, and by their 
falle meanings which they h avegiven of 
them, for the Loid is bringing his out of 
DÞ 3 Captivity 
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Captivity, and freeing them into his 
own Covenant of light where they ſhall 
be taught ofhim, and {hall not need to 
ſay every man to his neighbour and to his 
Brother, know.the Lord ; for they ſhall all 
know him from the greateſt to the leaſt, So 
thou that haſt adhered to ſuch teachers 
as told thee that the light which convin» 
ced thee of {tn, and ſhewed thee thy own 
darkneſs, was not ſuthcient to lead unto 
Salvation ; but told thee of a greater light 
which muſt come by hearing them, which 
muſt free thee from the condemning 
power of {1n, though not from that power 
| by whica 1c 1s brought forth. I ſay unto 
1 thee, by tuch thou haſt been kept in capti- 
j vity , that thy fin hath ſtill ruled and had 
[ power over thee; and thou ſtill by the 
/ lighr in thy Conſcience art condemned for 

it; that the King of peace thou waſt not 

like to know, nor his Salvation which thou 

{aieſt thy Soul longed for; in that thou 

haſt rejected his lighe which appeared in 

thee to convert thy heart unto himſelf; buc 

thou not believing in it , but adhering 

unto ſuch as told thee it was but natural, 

thon ftill haſt remaineda ſtranger unto 

him, though thon waſt diligent in ob- 
: | {crving thoie things which the Kingdome 
| of God comes not by, forit comes not by 
OU® 
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abſervation, neither ftands in Words, but 
in Power, of which thou daily wilt partake 
as the light { which thou ſo long has res 
jeted ; comes to be thy guide, in which 
thou wilt feel life, glory, and vertue ſpring 
forth; and then thou wilt clearly ſee they 
thac told rheg the light { which ſhewed 
thee thy own fin ) was naturall,-are 
enemies unto thy Soules rett and peace. 


Captive: According to my promiſe and thy 
deſire, have let #7 «£ Uigent ear, and taken good 
wotice of thy words; tha :t I do plainly ſee, the 

cauſe of this my ſo mich darkneſs and long 
travell , and ruining from Mountain to Hill, 
hath hen becatiſe I have not been informed to 
this lipht, of the appearance and of the operation 
. of which they hait , poke A 5 that gladly] would 
be further in| tormed conc: raing it, how I may 
_ diſcern the appearance of it 1n my fel; 3 ſeeing 
thou ſaith that 1 and all men have a meaſure of 

't given it FO US. 
Inforyt. Seeing thou artſenſible that the 
cauſe of thy great darknets and wandring 
aſtray harh been becauſe thon hath not 
been in formed to this light, of che appear- 
ance & operation of whic11 have ſpoken 3 
cherefor2 I ſhall endeavour to inform thee 
how chou maieft know the appearance of 
it in thy (elf, by its nature and quality ; 
D 4 for 
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for its contrary toall uncleannefs eithes 
of fleth or ſpirir, and ftands a witneſs in 
thee for the Lord, bearing Teſtimony in 
thy own Conſcience that he 1s againſt all 
unrighteouſnets, impurity and unholineſs; 
chat when thou gorzs into theſe things, he 
by bis ligac reproves thee, and ſhews thee 
thou ought not to give thy {irengch nor 
yeild thy members ſervants to {uch things; 
but that chou ought to give thy itrengrh, 
and yield thy members Servants unco him, 
who by his J;ght calls for purity, Righte- 
ouſneſie, Equity, and Juſticein all chings; 
and this 15 that which chy God requires of 
thee, to Jove mercy, and to do juſtly, and 
to walk humbly with him. 


Cap. Tho! ſay'(t I may diſcery the appearance 
of this light, ( to which thou doſt inform me ) by 


its nature, and quality, an that its contrary to all 


::urighteoſueſſe, and reproves me when I go into 
it; which thing I do plainly ſee, and am very 
ſenſible of, that it doth cond:um me and 1rouvle 
me, when T ad any unrighteouſneſs;but the thins 
T deſire to know, whether it I take heed unto it, 
it will keep me out of the uarighteouſneſs, which 


it is ſo-ready to reprove and condemn me 


for, 


Inform, Thou being ſenfible ( as thou 
ſaith thou arr ) that the light co which | 


ily 
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(25 | 
inform thee, to wit, that irithy own con- 
ſcience,that it is very ready to reprove and 
trouble thee when thou a&s any unrighte- 
oulneſs ; well according to chy Querie E 
hall anſwer thee, The hghe ro which I 
inform thee, is that which {hews chee when 
thou haft an evilintent or purpoſe in thy 
heart, to wrong any, or to do any injuſtice 


41n what ſort foever; now if thou take heed 


unco that weh (hews thee how theſe chings 
would conceive in thy heart, then chou 
wilt learn true judgment wichin thy lelf, 
whereby the evil and {elf { chat wouid joyn 
with it) will be judged; that when che evil 
before mentioned would appear to ope- 
racegit by the true light wilbe condemned; 
and fo thou having thy mind exerciſed 13 
che Principle of hight ; chou wilt feel the 
ſn{hcencie and ability that 1s 1n 1t, to de- 
ſtroy the evil inits appearancezand as thou 
c2mes to feel this, indeed and in critth, 
tnen chon Wilt know the light winch was 
ſo ready to condemn and trouble thee, 
when unrighteoutneſs was commirted, as 
ready togive peace and preſerve thee out 
of all the ſnares and temprations of the 
wicked one, who hath long led chee Captive 
at his will, in that thy mind hath nor 
been informed, dire&ed nor guided by the 
true eternal hight, 


Cap, 


(.20) | 
Cap. Tr:iy T ſee and am very enfivle 
this alſo, the cauſe why my ſin hath ſo prevailes 
over me. is becanſe I have not takin heed un- 
to this light which ſhewcd me when temptations 
did ariſe in my own heart ; but that 1 hav? 
given way unto them , that fiit hath been 
brought forth , andit hath brought forth death, 
under the (haddoro of which ( asT told thee at 
firjt ) I yet fit 3 but me thinks I am ſomewhat 
excouraged for the time to come 19 tak heed u1- 
ro this light thou informs me nato, in that thou 
fith, ſu fficency and ability is in it to overcome 
the evil in its appearance 3 and in tht al fo thou 
ſaith, as , byit am hept out of the evil,it will be 
as reaty to give peace as ever it was to trouble 
and condemn me when | had committed un- 
7ighteouſmeſs 3 and as 1 remember thou told mc 
it is able to hee and preſerve me out of all the 
ſnares and temptations of the wicked one, which 
thing hath not v2ex countea credible by either 
Teachers or people, amo2g, whom I have walked: 
but ve have rather cryed out as hereſy, end 
Maſphemy that any ſhould ſay they are fre? 
trom fin in this life 3 but indeed funice T fell 111. 
jo conference with thee, and tat thou hat in- 
formed me to this light within , an that by it 
{ I feel my underſtanding ſomewhat opened; I 
q dare not judge it as a thing unpoſſibles but that 
F: people may be throughly waſhed and cleanſed by 
the bleod of Feſus from al! fin and unvighteorſ- 
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meſs while hear upon Earth ; that if # fren'!d 
pleaſe the Lord to open thy mouth to 1nform me 
any further, I jhould gladly lend ax care, 


Irform. Well, being thou ſeeit the caufe 
why thy {in hath fo prevailed againit race, 
hath been becauſe thou haiti not taken 

| heed cothe light, which ſhewed thee when 
temptations did arile in thy own heart ; 
and ſeeing thou haſt received ſome in- 
couragement for the time to come totake 
heed unto it, namely the light which | 
did inform thee unto, which hath ſhewce 
thee thy own darkneſs;now that thou may 
mind tny own condition, I perceive thar 


. 1s ſafe for thee. and not to icek to com= 


prehend thingsin thy own witcome ; bur 
waitto feel thy felf comprehended into 
the light which thou told me at our firfl 
entring into conference, thou hadfſt a de- 
tireto be freed into; for contider dazk- 
neſs1s that which thou haſt been capriva=- 
ted by, and light 1s that which hath been 
hidden from - thine eyes ; but now thou 
finding it fomewhas opening thy under- 
itending, it is ſafe for thee to abide in it, 
and noc to reach at things above thy 
meature, leaſt thou be beguiled and de- 


. ceived again; for as I cold thee befure, 


tny firength, ſufficiency, and ability 


{4 ,» 
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inthe meaſure of lichr, which thoa Cath 
in ſome meaſure hath opened thy un- 
derſtanding;that if chiou go beforeit, thou 
goes from thy ſtrength and ftay 3 and 
chen the eriemie whith thou haſt been ſo 
long captivated by, hecan toſs thy mind; 
and lead tnee whar way ic pleaſeth him ; 
ſo in ſhort thy profiting unto God ftands 
mn thy own mealice of light received from 
Cariſt ; for abiding in it, thou wilt fee 
more light, and witnets the Day-ſtar a- 
rile 1n thy hearc, which will be more joy, 
gladneſs, comfort, and ſatisfation unto 
thy foul, then ever thou taſted of, while 
thou followed {t:ch Teachers, and walked 
amongſt tuch!people chat cryed heref1?, 
and blafphemy, chat any ſhould expe to 
be freed from {in in this life. For thou 
mayeſt remember while thou walked a- 
mong ſuch, that thou was wholly in dark- 
neſs ; for thy ear was ſtopped at the cry of 
the light, which now in ſome meaſure 
hach opened thy underflanding,that thou 
dare nor judge that is impoſſible, buc that 
they wiich believe may be Cleanſed 
throughly by the blood of Jeſus. There» 
fore it is none but ſuch teachers and 
people that calls rhe light natural C ſuch 
thou told me thou did adhere unto 1n 
che time When thou was ſo tofled from 
Mountain 


- 


(39 }) | 
Mountain to Hill ) that cryez hereſie and 
blaſphemy, that any ſhould (ay they are 
freed from fin in this life ; but now thy 
underſtanding being ſomewhat opened by 
the true light, thou ſees all things poffible 
with God ; bit while thou ſtood wholy in 
thac nature which hated the: light, thou 
was in the unbelief, and ſo judged accord- 
ing to thy blindnets; and as thou faw it 
was in thy ſelf, and meaſured the Saints 
conditions by thy own 3 as Paynl and o- 
thers 3 that thon knows full well thoſe 
ceachers, and people that hates che light, 
which Chriſt hath enlightned every one 
withal, and calls it natural, thar they 
cannot belteveany ſuca thing, that. any 


ſhould be whoily cleanſed from {in while 


here upon Earth, bur accounts it as de= 
I1fton that any ſhould have ſuch a faith in 
them that they may be wholy clenſed;buc 
little I hope, I need ro ſay unto thee con- 
cerning them ; for thou knows well thy 


(elf wipon whac a bad Foundation thy 


faith ſtood while thou followed ſuch 
Teachers, and walked among ſuch people, 
Videlicet ſuch as cryed Hereſie and blaſphe- 
m;, that any ſhould ſay they witneſs free- 
dome from 11n while herenpon Earth. 


Captive 
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Cantive, I hove the Lord will furth-r 
ſew methe things which long T have ſought 
aiter ; for this now I plainly ſee that my pro- 
fiting unto Goa, ſtands onely 11 the meaſure 0 
Light, which Chriſt hath enlightened me with- 
all; and alſo the Lord through his tender 
_. mercyes with the day from on high by which he 
bath wifited nw, hath Irtten ms ſee that the 
cauſe of all this my wart hath beez , that T have 
not mixded my own Condition, but bath rather 
forght to comprehend things in my Earthly 
rwifdem, which now T ſee is fcoliſhneſs with God, 
and bath ſeparated me from the knowledge of 
his wayes, that T ras not like to ſee into thoſe 
things which do pertain unto life eternal, neither 
2nto the Saints Conditions which T read 0n in 
the Scriptures 3 becauſe 1 knew not a meaſure of 
this Lioht within to be my onide , which wow 
T ſeethe Scriptures were ſpoken forth jrom, and 
rematss as dark ſayings unto me and all men, 
untill our underſtandings comes to be opened by 
the true light which leads to the fulfilling of 
them, For as thou ſay:/t while my ear was 
(topped againſt the cry of the true light , then 
T meaſured the Saints Conditions, and judged 
of them according to wy own darkneſs ; for the 
faith1 was in ( or rather unbelief Y gave me as 
wittory over my ſin, in that T did not believe ii 
the Light which Chriſt had enlightned me with= 
all; though I profeſſed faith in him, and did 
; Ge ſtrive 
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ff 71Ve may times within any ſel to belz5710 that 
all my ſins pa rt and to come were done aarked, ti2 
him ; yet ſtall this light which came from 1a 
C namely Chriſt ) and ſhined into my own Con= 
ſcience, aia ſhew me that my ſins were (ianding 
aud was unblitted ont ; and that T was ax 
enemy in my nnd unto his life, in that ſin was 
brought forth , and that with my mind I ſcrved 
it ; and as thou ſaia my faith 1tood p02! an 11- 
ſoui:d Foundationgas 1 now plainly ſee; for it wa 
gathered from without me and not from un 
knowls, age of Chriſt made manife it within me 

the hope of tay glory , out was w# bolly built upon 
Fry OP Imagnations, which aid ariſe out of 
that ground which did hate the appearance 

Gods. grace; that when it at any time did affpear, 


 reproing me for the vanity my. mind was Yu; 


into, it was rejecicd, in that the teachers ( whons 
T fo! emed' 7 told me it was but a reſtraining grace 
and not ſaving ; and by their perſwading of mo 
IT wac {trengthacd in ty Imaginations ; : "that I 
went on in rebellion, nt raking heed to the ap= 
pearauce of Gods grace, which did appear to 
lead me out of my fn and. vain conver ſation ;, but 
being perſwaded by the aforeſaid ny that 
I muſt uot expect ſt:ch a thing as. to be freed 
from ſin tz this life, this pleaſed my carnal 
mind aud | frengtlned me to 00 0n 14 Rebellion 
againit the light which did condemit me for it 5 
that I wo; 1d have reaſoned ; had aot Paul a t94v 
of 


52 
of Sin? and what 5 I SIE to be freed 
from ſin more then he? But indeed in all that 
tzmme T thus reaſoned , T never had true peace, 
meither indeed was like to have; for now I ſee 
that it was the enemy of my Souls reſt and peace 
that thrs reaſgged and pleaded for fir, which 
7s the Devils Kingdome; and that they are 
hisMinijters that perſwades people that they mv(t 
not expci to befreedfrom fin ſo long as they live, 
which new 1 ſee is a Soul- deſtroying DoGrine, 
and is not received ty any, bit they that be 
in the unveliet; for as [t5[4 thee (nee my un- 
dcrſtanding was ſomewhat opened ky the true 
tyht, Tfeeail things poſſible with God, and 
that faith asa grain of Muſtard-feed, is able 
to remove Nountains; that though | ſee the 
body of ſin yet ftunding, I dare not but be- 
lieve, hewholy his appearance hath given me to 
ſee 1t,7s able to deitroy it and as thou knows well 
this is » y condition nt preſent, that gladly 1 
would be further info-m-d ; for i fund Paul 
ſpeaks of ſr.ch a conditicn, and ſpeaks of an over- 
Coming alſo ; that woul! kaow whether he 
wity ſed an wiorcoming any other way but 
through the ligit, which pave him to ſce that fin 
was grown :'þ to have a budy, 


Izjo-m. Being rhou 3rt ſenſible that 
this jeaining with Hilh and blood , and 
folowing fuch Teachers as did pleale the 
carnal 


—- (33) 

Carnal mind, in pleading for fin, hath 
been it that hath cauſed thee to err 
from the way of thy Souls reſt and 


| peace; which was wholly hidden 


from thine eyes while thou regarded 
not, but ſtopped thy ear at the cry 


, ofthe Light, which Chriſt hath en- 


lightened thee withallz and while 
thon framed a faith according to thy 
own Imaginations, which gave thee 
no victory over Sin ; but that with 
thy. mind thou ſerved it, in fulfilling 
thy own hearts luſts, which led thee 


- a fide, and warred againſt thy Soul, 


which now thou art to wait to be 
delivered from ; to know Chriſt thy 
Souls Saviour to be revealed in his 
own light the hope of thy glory ; to 
deſtroy and take away thy fin which 
long hath ſeperated & alienated thy 
mind from the life of God; that thou 
haſt been a ſtranger unto his Cove- 
nant of Promiſe, by reaſon of the 
hardneſs and impudency, that thy 
treart was hardened in, by confulting 

C WER 
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with thy imaginations, and by lend- 
ing an ear to ſuch as perſwaded thee, 
that the appearance of the grace of 
God ( which did appear to lead thee 
out of thy ſin and vaine converſation, 
was but 4 teſtraining grace, and not 
able to ſave thy Soul. Oh blindneſs 
and ignorance , that ever thou or 


any ſhould lend an ear to fach; Is. 


not the grace which is able to re- 
itrain from fin, ſaving £ For what 
would thon or any be faved from, it 
not from fin? For hath not {!1n been 
1t that hath kept your Souls i: death; 
and 1s not fin the cauſe of your con- 
demnation ? And is net the grace la- 
ving which the Apoſtle ſaith hath 
appeared unto all men; which taught 
them that denying ungodlinefs, and 
worldly luſts, they ſhould live godly 
and ſoberly in this preſent world; 
that ſo as long as thou rejected the 
appearance of this grace thou was not 
like to know Redemption from thy 
Sin, and vain converſation; For 

| | thou 
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thou confeſt thy carnal mind which 
isat enmity with God, was at liberty 
and ſtrengthened, which the grace 
appearea to mortihe ; but it having 
been pleaſed, thou wert not like to 
pleaſe God, nor to obtain mercy 
with him to overcome thy ſin, but 
was ſhort of the life the Saints was in 
that ſpoke forth the Scripture, and 
{o could not meaſure their conditi- 
ons ,, nor ſee into the myſtery the 
Scripture ſpeaks of; thou being -in 
the unbeliet, and reprobated in thy 
mind in that, with it thou ſerved (in, 
in fulfilling the luſts of it ; that ſo 
thou may ſee there hath been a great 
difference betwen the condition that 
Paul ſpeaks of ( about which thou 
reaſoned) and thine; For he in that 
time when he ſaw the Law of in, 
which wasin his members, warring a- 
gainſt the Law of his mind, and the 
wretched ſtate; he with his mind ſer- 
ved the Lord, but thou fin, as thou 
confeſſeth in that time, when thou 
C3 regardec 
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egarded not,but diſ-eſteemed and re- 
jected the light which appeared, 
ſhewing thee thy ſin 5 but now the 
Day-ſpringfrom on High, having vi- 
ſited thee, thou plainly ſees that faith 
as agrain of muſtard ſeed is able to 
remove Mountains 3 that I may an- 
{wer thee in ſhort, the overcom- 
ming Par! ſpeaks on, and witnefled, 
was obtained through the Law of the 
Spirit of Lite, which firſt diſcovered 
the body of fin unto him, and the 
wretched eſtate which made him ery 
out who ſhould deliver him ? how 
the Law of the ſpirit of life which 
wasin Chriſt , that dehvered him, 
and ſet him free from the Law of lin, 
and Death ; which for a time was in 
his Members. 


Captive. What thou haſt ſpokenT 
_ clearly ſee is Truth; for I finde the 
light in my own Conſcience bearings wit- 
eſſe to it 5 which Light alſo I now ſee 
:510 be my guide 5 and for the want of 
the 


(37 
ths knowledge of z., have Lone ae 
ſtray, and erred in judgement, in the 
things pertaining to my ſouls peace and 
eſpecially about the appearance of the 
Light, which long T deſered ta ſees, and 
though it was near me, even in my own 
Conſcience ; yet being drawn aſtde, by ar 
evil heart of unbeliefe, and by ſuch teach- 
ers as was in the ſame mnbeliefe; T have 
ſtumbled at the true light, which appear - 
ed ſo near me , which the Lord through 
his viſttation hath cauſed to ſhine foyth 
of darkneſs ; that all the dark Wayes, 1 
which T have lone walked, and gone 4- 
ſtray in, T now clearly ſee and compre- 
hend 5 that T hope for the time to come, 
the Lord will giude my feet in the way of 
peace, in that he hath ſhewed, and made 
manifeſt unto me, ameaſure of his own 
lieht, to prepare me a way through the 
wilder Als that though 1 walk through 
thg valley of the ſhaddow of death, yet 1 
will not fear , ſeeing the Lords love hath 
ſo largely extended to me 5 that after the 
time of this long darkneſs, he hath cauſed 
C 3 Light 
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Light to ſhine forth, and his day to 
ſpring from on High which hath light- 
ed upon me, that hath long fetten in 
darkneſs , and loas gone aſtray as as ſheep 
having no ſhepherd , and that hath been 
as in apit, where there hath been no 
water, and hath laiz log 4s ina Priſon 
houſe of wofull darkneſs , under the 
chains of which I have long been kept , 
even nigh without hopes of deliverance 
yet now T ſee the Lord hath fulfilled his 
Promiſes, who ſaid he would eive hi 
that ſhould be for a Covenant of light un- 
io them that ſat in darkneſsand to lring 
forth the Priſozers out of the Priſon» 
nouſe 5, and to deliver the Captive out of 
Captivity,and to Proclaim liberty, & th? 
acceptable yeare, & the diy of vengeance; 
z& comfort thoſe that mourned. Ant 
the Lord bath according to his Promiſc., 


4 . j 7 
fought cut that which was loſ{? 97% is 


bringing back that which hath beer 
ariven away, ard hath been ſcattered; 
. | . F 

thc Cloudy, and dark day 5 in which 
TCwith many 'moze) were deceived by 
ſuch 


S + 
ſuch Teachers as before T told ihee of 
who called the Lieht which Chriſt hath 


enlightened every one with all, naturatlb 
and ſuch as ſet up their own imaginati- 
ons aud carnal Ordinances;and tells peo- 


ple they muſs obſerve ther, and wait for 


the appearance of Chriſt in 5 and ſuch as 
tells people they muſs live in ſin, as lon? 
as they live 5 let me be a warnine 
to all, for following ſuch Teachers any 
longer 5 who long was led a ſitriy by ſuch, 
from the light which now( throneh the 
viſetation of God ) , T ſee is my way, 
guide, and leader into the fold of ever- 
laſting reſt; the appearance of which # 
found very near me, though I ſtumbled at 
it until I was Infdrm ca. 


( 
þ 
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Uch more might be written 
| (then hereis ) concerning the 
viſiting and bringing of the Captive 
forth of captivity 5 but this is the 
ſum of all, the eternal and everlaſt- 
ing light having ſhined forth 5 which 
aS It is waited in, diſcovereth ., and 
breaketh the chains of darkneſs, un- 
der which the captive hath been kept 
in the grievous oppreſſion by the fn 
and corruption , which hath abound- 
ed and been brought forth through 
the motions of the evil z which the 
light being received and believed in, 
will ſhew the appearanceoft; and ſo 
aSits walked in, take away the evil, 
and the bond of corruption; and 
w1ll reveal Jife,and bring deliverance 
unto 


WL 
nato the captive, by taking away the 
evilin its apearance ; whereby the 
mind with the true light, will be in- 
formed, and guided up unto God, 
who hath immortallitie and dwelleth 
in that light which no mortal eye 
can approach unto 3 but 1s onely re- 
vealed as the mind is made ſingle by 
the taking away of the darknels , 
which makes the cye of every ones 
mind evil ( that doth not believe in 
the light which Chriſt hath enlight- 
ned every one withall ) , that their 
whole body is filled full of darkneſs, 
and yet the light ſhineth in darkneſs, 
by which the captive (which through 
the darkneſs1s kept in captivity) 1s 
viſited through the tender mercyes 
of the Lord, who ſo loved the world 
that he gave his onely begotten Son 
a light into it , which enlightneth 
every one that cometh into the world 


that through the light they might be- 


Hieve and be ſaved from the darkneſs 
which hath blinded che eye of all 
man-kind, 


OR 
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man-kind,untill they came to feel tix. 
true lightin themſelues diſcovering 
the darkneſs unto them , and leading 
them from it. Ando as this 1s wit- 
neſſed, the eye is made good again 3 
and ſo comesthe body to be filled 
full of light,jin which the feed (whict 


hath been captivated through the 


darkneſs) rejoyceth, and praifeth 
the Lord for his deliverance ; -rharÞ 
ſay this is the ſume of all { the ap- 
pearance of che true Light being telr ) 
though much more might be writtci1 


concerning the releaſe and delive- 


rance of the Captive, and Priſoner oi 
nope; for darkneſs is onely that 
which doth Captivate and Impriſonz 
that light is onely that which muſt 
lead our of it; and concerning this 
light, of the appearance and operati- 
on, of which I have ſpoken, and in- 
formed all ſuch as feels themſelves 
captivated with the darkneſs but 
many of the Servants of the Lord (be- 
tore me ) hath written large and ex- 
cellent 
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cellent Declarations, for the infor. 
mation of ſuch as have any true de- 
firesin them, to be freed from that 
great & groſs darkneſs which lieth 
over all.,inthe fall & tranſgreſſion, & 
alfothat ſuch as deſpiſeth the viſita- 


tron of God might be left without ex- 


cuſe; that the things which we bear 
Jefiimony of, 1s not of our ſelves. 
neither have we received them from 
man , but from God alone, whofe vi- 
{itation and love we bear witnefs un- 
to, though by the world we be de- 
ſpifedforit; and unto ſuch T do not 
direct this , but unto them who are 
weary and feelsthe load of ſin, thar 
they through the everlaſting hight 
may be led from it to partake of the 
Power of the endlefs life, which 
freeth from the Power of death. 
which all are over-ſhaddowed by, till 
the day of viſitation ariſe upon them, 
which onely 1s known as the light 1s 
reccived whick diſcovereth to every 
one their own darkneſs 3 that moſt 
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unhappy are they that doth reject 
the appearance of it 3 for ſuch lettethi 
the day of their viſitation paſs over 
their heads that it will be hid from 
their eyes when they deſire to ſee 
it. So happy are they that while 


tis called to day, doth not hardcn 


their hearts againſt the reprofes of 
the light ( which ſheweth unto them 


their own lin and darkneſs but 


believes init; for to that end it is 
given, that throughit all might be- 
lieve; and this 1s the true f2ith, and 


here the increaſe of it will be known, 


as the Light 1s obeyed, which from 
all Sin leadeth , unto Lite eternal, 
all them doth follow it ; and freeth 
the Soul from all captivity, and 
bondage, into peace and ſatisfaction, 


which they cannot receive who re- 


jetteth and turneth their Backs on 
the reproofes of the Light 5 unto 
which I have informed ſuch as have 
long layne to captivity, expecting 
freedom and help by obſerving of 

thoie 


Wa 


thoicthings which life comes not by: 
tor he t Nat 1sthe Light ( unto which 
{ intorm )is the life alſo, that what 
is wanting, 1s 1n the Light to be 
waited for. 


THE END. 


